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™ The move to North London was down to Henry
/" Norris, who took over at Woolwich Arsenal
while still chairman at Fulham in 1910.

His initial plan was to merge Fulham and Woolwich
Arsenal, but the proposal was rejected by the
Football League. He was then told by the League that
it was a conflict of interests to control both clubs, and
so he chose to concentrate his efforts on Woolwich
Arsenal — the first London club to turn professional
and the first to be admitted to the League.

In 1912/13 though, Woolwich Arsenal, already in
desperate financial straits, were relegated from
Division One (for the only time in the Club’s history)
with a record low of just 18 points. In a bid to revive
the Gunners fortunes, and to increase the supporter
base, Norris decided to move the Club. After
originally sounding out sites at Battersea and
Harringay, he decided on a plot of land in Highbury,
the site of the playing fields of St John’s College of
Divinity. Despite local opposition to the move, from
residents and other north London football clubs, the
deeds were signed early in 1913. Arsenal paid
£20,000 for a 21-year lease on six acres of land and,
as part of the deal, agreed not to play at home on
Christmas Day or Good Friday. The college remained
at the southern end of the stadium until it burnt
down at the end of the Second World War.

Between 1913 and 2006, the Club’s home was Arsenal Stadium,
known almost universally by its original name of Highbury

‘Arsenal Stadium’, and in October 1936, the art deco
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17,000. The two-tier stand cost £50,000 to build. It 7, 2006 and drew a crowd of 38,359 who witnessed
was in the 1930s that the name was changed to Arsenal triumph 4-2.m

Highbury under floodlights in 1951 Thierry Henry scores in the stadium’s final fixture
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